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Proto-Yeniseian Reconstructions,
with Extra-Yeniseian Comparisons

Sergei A. Starostin and Merritt Ruhlen

The small Yeniseian family of central Siberia—mnow reduced to a single ex-
tant language, Ket—has traditionally been considered an isolate.* Though
less famous than the well-known European isolate, Basque, its genetic affin-
ity has been considered no less mysterious. Even information on this fam-
ily has not been easy to come by for those wishing to compare it with the
world’s other language families. Starostin (1982), however, has fundamentally
changed this state of affairs. In this pivotal paper he not only reconstructed
Proto-Yeniseian—and the sound laws that connect its several languages—
but also sought to show its genetic connections with the Sino-Tibetan and
(North) Caucasian families, and even the genetic connections of this larger
family with the Nostratic family. The external connections of the Yeniseian
family were further elaborated in Starostin (1984), which posited a Sino-
Caucasian family (uniting Yeniseian, Sino-Tibetan, and (North) Caucasian),
and Starostin (1989a) addressed the question of the relationship between Nos-
tratic and Sino-Caucasian. Additional work by Bengtson (1991a,b), Chirikba

* We would like to thank John Bengtson for numerous suggestions on an earlier version of
this chapter. Many of his suggestions have been incorporated, with citation, in this chapter.
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(1985), and Nikolaev (1991) has led to the replacement of the name Sino-
Caucasian by Dene-Caucasian (see Chapter 1). It should be noted that the
higher-level comparisons between Proto-Yeniseian, Proto-Sino-Tibetan, and
Proto-(North) Caucasian are based on the first author’s reconstructions of
all three families (Starostin 1989b, Nikolaev and Starostin 1992)—with due
acknowledgment of previous work.

This chapter, an abridged version of Starostin (1982), gives the Proto-
Yeniseian reconstructions and their reflexes in the various Yeniseian languages
(again, of these, only Ket is extant). Also given are the extra-Yeniseian com-
parisons suggested by Starostin. My role, as second author, has been limited
to translating Starostin’s work from the original Russian, with the hope of
making it accessible to a larger audience, and to adding a few extra-Yeniseian
comparisons with Basque, Burushaski, Nahali, and Na-Dene. Since the ap-
pearance of Starostin’s original article in 1982, additional proposed cognates
have been suggested by John Bengtson, Vaclav Blazek, Sergei Nikolaev, and
Starostin himself. Some of these are indicated at the ends of the etymologies
thus supplemented.

Each entry is arranged alphabetically according to the semantic gloss,
which is followed by the Proto-Yeniseian reconstruction and its reflexes in
the six Yeniseian languages: Ket, tYug, {Kott, {Arin, f{Pumpokol, and tAssan.
This information is followed by extra-Yeniseian comparisons with Old Chinese,
Proto-Andi, Proto-Abkhaz-Adyg, Proto-Abkhaz-Tapant, Proto-Dagestanian,
Proto-Indo-European, Proto-Kartvelian, Proto-Lezghian, Proto-Nax, Proto-
Tsez, Proto-(North) Caucasian, Proto-Tibeto-Burman, and Proto-Sino-
Tibetan, all taken from Starostin’s article. The comparisons with Basque,
Burushaski, Nahali, and Na-Dene are mine. The Na-Dene forms come from
Greenberg (1981; see Chapter 5 herein); Burushaski forms, from Lorimer
(1938); and Nahali forms, from Kuiper (1962).

For the most part the phonemic transcription follows that of Starostin’s
article. Thus, for example, ¢ represents t° and I indicates pharyngealization
of the preceding consonant. I have, however, used normal IPA symbols for the
lateral fricatives and affricates, instead of the idiosyncratic Russian symbols;
the effect is that what appear as X, 7, k, and g in the original article are here
transcribed as {, &, tL and dL In addition, [and 7 are represented by A and
1, respectively, and d?is used in place of J Furthermore, 4 represents a lower-
mid unrounded central vowel in the Yeniseian languages and in Burushaski,
but a vowel of indeterminate timbre in the reconstructions. The meanings of
all forms are the same as those of the Proto-Yeniseian reconstruction, unless
specified otherwise.

Starostin’s reconstructions follow:
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ADJECTIVE SUFFIX *se, Ket -$, Yug -s, Kott -Se. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *-3a-, Proto-Andi *-34-, Proto-Tsez *-5(a).

ALIVE *Perte, Ket edte, Yug eat, Kott éti, Arin atie ~ atie, Pum-
pokol atodu, Assan editu ~ etutu.

ANGRY (TO BE) *xoajbac, Yug xajbet’, Kott haipican ‘angry,
cross.’

ARM  *xire, Ket #4(i), Arin karam-. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*q Veta.

ARMFUL *kam-, Kott hamal. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *k’ama,
Proto-Lezghian *k’em.

ARMPIT *qoA-, Ket qoA-, Yug xol-. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*q'W(I)atVi, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *k(a)li, Burushaski -qat, Nahali
kathla. According to Kuiper (1962: 83), the Nahali form is bor-
rowed from Kurku (Munda).

AUTUMN  *yogde, Ket qogdi, Yug xogdi, Kott hori, Arin kute.
AWL *du?t, Ket durt, Yug du?t, Kott tut. Cf. Proto-Abkhaz-
Adyg *q"ad%s, Proto-Abkhaz-Tapant *d?ad?, Old Chinese *tuj
(n.).

BACK (n.) *yob-, Ket qob- ~ qov-, Kott hap-, Arin qop, Pumpo-
kol kolpar.

BACK (adv.) *suga, Ket suga, Yug sugej, Kott sika, Pumpokol
tuk. Cf. Burushaski -sqa ‘on one’s back.” Bengtson (1991a: 92)
compares these forms with Basque bi-zka-r, Abkhaz (Caucasian)
a-zk"a, and Haida (Na-Dene) sku.

BADGER *yas, Kott has. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *x“Iaréa ‘squir-
rel, marten,” Proto-Nax *yest ‘otter,” Basque hartz ‘bear,” azkonar
(< *harz-konH-) ‘badger’; for the second element of this latter form,
see the Proto-Yeniseian word for WOLVERINE; below.
BALD/NAKED  *totpal-, Ket totpud, Kott tPapalo.

BE *has-, Ket usan, Yug ise, Kott hicoga. Cf. Basque i-za-n.
BEAK “*kup, Ket kiip, Yug kup. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *q"“Iepa.
BEAR (n.)  *¢ajap, Kott Sajay, Pumpokol xanki. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *chwspn 4, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *s-wam, Old
Chinese *wom, Burushaski ya.

BEARD *kude(p), Ket kiide, Yug kiA, Kott hulup, Arin korolep,
Pumpokol xlep-uk, Assan xultup.

BELT: “*haqta, Yug axtap ~ extan, Kott hiteg, Arin itta.

BELT; *gurda, Ket ku?t, Kott kiira ‘cord, belt,” Assan kura ‘rope.’
BERRY *sulpe-, Kott sulpi, Arin Sulpa.

BIG *ye?, Ket qe?, Yug xe?, Pumpokol xéda-se, Kott hi-.

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *-ax(I)i.
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BILE/BITTER *qaqar, Ket gifbile,” qolig ‘bitter,” Yug xaxul
‘bile,” xaxifan ‘bitter,” Kott ogar ‘bile,” 7Pumpokol leo-xoxar ‘blad-
der’ (?7< ‘gall bladder’). Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *q’eq’a ~
*.eq’a- ‘bitter,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *ka ‘bitter,” Old Chinese *qar,
Burushaski yaqay(um). Bengtson (1991a: 110) adds Basque kharr-
atx ‘bitter, sour’ and Werchikwar (a Burushaski dialect)

gaqaa-m ‘bitter, sour.’

BIRCH BARK *yirw-, Ket qirj, Yug xi?j, Kott hipal.

BIRCH TREE *xisa, Ket uso, Yug s, Kott ica, Arin kus, Pum-
pokol uta.

BIRD *duma, Ket dum, Yug dil-tim, Kott al-tuma. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *t’imHa.

BLOOD *sur, Ket su4, Yug sur, Kott sur, Arin sur. Cf. Nahali
corto. Kuiper (1962: 67) suggests the Nahali form is borrowed from
Dravidian.

BOAT; *taxa-, Ket t1, Yug 1, Arin taj, Pumpokol tig, Assan ul-
tej ‘vessel.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *t’aga ‘vessel.’

BOAT, *qa(?)p, Yug xa(?)p, Kott xep. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *q%ap’a, Old Chinese *qhap ‘wooden cup, vessel.’

BOIL (v.) *Pogan, Ket An, Yug axan, Kott auganap ‘cook.” Cf. Na-
Dene: Haida k’unt’daa ‘burn,” Tlingit can ‘burn,” Eyak d-q’a ‘burn,’
Kato k’an ‘burn.’

BONE *?Pa?d, Ket a?t, Yug a?t. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *hlomda,
Proto-Tsez *Hod, Proto-Lezghian > Tsax ad.

BOW (n.) *xizj, Ket qi?t, Yug qirt’, Kott hi, Arin qoj, Pumpokol
kaj.

BRAID (OF HAIR) “*sug-, Kott sugai ~ sukai. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *$ak™a ~ *kMWaga,

BRANCH *Paqe, Ket 3Ro, Yug 3x, Kott 6ge, Pumpokol kedin jaxi
‘bough’ (kedin = ‘root’).

BREAST *toga, Ket taga, Yug taga, Pumpokol tike. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *jerk’™i ~ *rek’"i ‘heart,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman
*ragy, Old Chinese *P(r)ok, Burushaski tshayur ‘chest,” Na-Dene:
Haida tek’o-go ‘heart,” Tlingit tek’” ‘heart,” Kutchin t’agu, Tahl-
tan t’6dz-e, Hare t’oy, Mattole t°00?. The Haida and Tlingit forms
were added by Bengtson and Blazek (1992).

BREATH *?ir;- ~ *?if-, Ket 1, Yug ir. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian
*hatfa, Proto-Andi > Tindi ha ‘exhalation, steam,” Proto-Nax *{i
‘exhalation, steam,’” Proto-Lezghian *hel- ‘exhalation, steam, respi-
ration.” Nikolaev (1991: 55) compares these forms with Eyak xah{
‘hot-house, bath-house.’
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BROTHER *bis, Ket bis-erp, Yug bis-erp, Kott popés, popéca ‘sis-
ter,” Pumpokol bi¢. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *w-i¢™,
?Proto-Tibeto-Burman *dzar ‘man’s sister,” 70ld Chinese *éo;j?
‘older sister.” Bengtson (1991b: 135) adds Basque a-hiz-pa ‘sister’
and Burushaski -a¢o ~ -a¢u ‘brother, sister’; and Nikolaev (1991:
49) adds Proto-Eyak-Athabaskan *wuj ‘older brother.’

BUD *bajbal, Ket bajbuA, Yug baibil, Kott koipala. Cf. Basque
pipil.

BURN/FIRE *yot, Yug xotn, Kott hat, Arin kot ~ qot. Cf. Na-
hali otti.

CEDAR  *pi?j, Ket ha?j, Yug fa?j, Kott fei, Arin im-phaj, phaj-da
‘fir tree,” Pumpokol pi#, Assan pej.

CHEEK *yol-, Ket qodet, Yug xolat, Kott hol, Arin bi-qoAon ‘my
cheek,” Assan holan ‘cheeks.” Cf. Proto-Sino-Tibetan *qalH ‘back,
cheek,” Na-Dene: Eyak I-quh{.

CHILD; *pal- ~ *pAf- ~ *pari-, Arin al-polat, Pumpokol phalla
‘boy, son.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *paHadla ‘boy, youngster,” Old
Chinese *bok ‘servant,” Burushaski priprli, Nahali palco ‘son.’
Kuiper (1962: 96) suggests the Nahali word may be a borrowing
from “pre-Dravidian.”

CHILD, *d?l, Ket diA, Yug dil, Ket d'al, d'aleé ‘girl,’ Arin bi-kal
‘boy, son,’ bi-kala ‘daughter,” Pumpokol pi-kola ‘children, daughter,’
Assan jali ‘children, boy.” Cf. Nahali ejer ‘boy.’

CHILDREN *go?t, Ket ka?t, kitej ‘young,” Yug ka?t, kitej ‘young,’
Kott kat. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *k™erc¢’i ‘youngster,” Na-
hali gita ‘younger brother,” Na-Dene: Haida gyit’ ‘child,” git ‘son,’
Tlingit git’a ‘child,” git ‘son,” Eyak qe¢’ ‘child,” qe ‘son,” Navajo ~er
‘son.’

CLAY *tu?w-, Ket tu?, Arin t'uburun, Pumpokol tu-, Assan t'u ~
tM"u. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida tow-ge ‘earth.’

CLAY/DIRT *tog-, Ket tuyit ‘smear with clay,” tagar ‘clay,” Yug
tox ‘clay,” tix-ket' ‘smear with clay,” Kott thagar ‘dirt,” As tagar
‘clay,’ thagan ~ thakan ‘sand,” Arin tanen ‘sand.” Cf. Basque toska
‘clay,” Burushaski tik ‘earth,” Nahali tSikal ‘earth,” Na-Dene: Haida
tlig ‘earth,” Tlingit thiak-u ~ tlt-tik ‘carth,’ Eyak tzatlkh ‘earth,’
Navajo fe ‘earth.” Kuiper (1962: 67) considers the Nahali word a
borrowing from Kurku (Munda).

CLEAN (adj.) *tur- ~ *tul-, Yug tul-en. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *d“anfu, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *tsyary, Old Chinese *cher.
Bengtson and Blazek (1992) add Basque Sanhu.
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CLEAN (v.) *-pax-, Yug fogot, Kott 6-pajap. Cf. Burushaski pak
(adj.).

CLEAR (about weather) *pu?r, Ket hi?A, Yug fi?r, Kott plur ~
fur.

CLOTHES *ya?d? Ket qart, Yug xa?t, Kott hei ‘fur coat, outer
garment,” Arin gaj, Assan hejarp.

CLOUD *(?as-)par, Ket as-pud, Yug as-fil, Kott as-par, Arin ejs-
paran ~ es-perapn. Cf. Burushaski burung.

COLD/FROST  *jar; ~ *jal, Kott c¢al ‘cold’ (n. & adj.), Arin
solo-pga ‘frost.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *re¢’ii ‘cold,” Na-Dene:
?Beaver tsil ‘snowdrift.’

COMB  *tuxa-n, Ket tuyun, Yug tugin, Kott thun, Arin ten.

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *hirig"a.

COPPER *tifn, Ket ti?n, Yug tifn, Pumpokol a-tin.
COPPER/ORE *¢ur-, Ket tufd, Assan sur. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *cora ~ *roca ‘copper.’

COUGH *yaqtam, Ket qaqtom, Yug xaxtem, Kott hatam.

COW  *tiya, Kott thi?4 ~ thigé, Arin t'Gja, Assan tig ~ tik.
CRANE (bird) *xime, Assan imi, Arin kem.

CRY (tears) *-aja(n)-, Yug d-id'd, Kott d-dc¢enan, Arin dsinap ‘I
cry,” Pumpokol ¢iin-du ‘I cry.’

CRY/SHOUT *(h)uxa-, Ket d-uye, Kott hujei.

CUT “*pak-, Ket hayej, Yug fagej, Arin it-pakuju ‘I cut.’

Cf. Basque ebaki ~ ebagi.

DAUGHTER/SON *pu?-n ‘daughter,” *pur-b ‘son,” Ket hu?n ‘daugh-]
ter,” hi?p ‘son,” Yug fu?n ‘daughter,” fi?p ‘son,” Kott fun ‘daughter,’
fup ‘son.” Cf. Proto-Abkhaz-Tapant *pa ‘son,” Proto-Abkhaz-Adyg
*po-x"a ‘daughter.” Bengtson (pers. comm.) compares these forms
with Basque -pa ~ -ba in forms such as alha-ba ‘daughter,” a-hiz-pa
‘sister,” ne-ba ‘brother.’

DAY *xi(?)e, Ket i?, Yug 1h, Kott ig ~ Ix, Arin ji, Pumpokol ha,
Assan i ~ #.

DAY(TIME) *xag, Ket qon, Yug x3"y, Kott honan ‘recently,’
Pumpokol xar-ga-cedin. Bengtson (1991a: 98) adds Basque e-gun,
Proto-(North) Caucasian *¢"em-ta, Burushaski gon ‘dawn,” and
Proto-Athabaskan *d!Ven.

DEEP *poqe, Ket hoR(u), Yug 3", Kott foge ~ ploge.

DEER “*serje, Ket $é4o, Yug sér, Kott seli ~ Sele, Arin sin

(< *sil(a)n), Pumpokol salat. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*wansVira ‘deer, aurochs,” Na-Dene: Galice silii ~ selii ‘doe.’
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DIE/DEATH *qo-, Ket go-dep, Yug xo-doy, Kott xa ~ kla
‘death,” Arin in-qo ‘dead,” Pumpokol ka-dopdu ‘dead.” Cf. Na-Dene:
Haida k’ut’ahl ~ koo-tulh ‘die, dead,” Eyak kous ‘dies.’

DIRT  *dar-, Kott taran. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *tfora, Burushaski
ther ‘dirty.’

DO  *wa-, Ket béri, Yug beht’, Kott ba-ttapy, Arin sa-pi-te ‘I do.’
Cf. Na-Dene: Haida 'waa ‘do so,” wa ‘do,” Eyak wau-gung ‘do.’
DOG *¢ip ~ *¢ib, Ket tip, Yug ¢ip, Kott al-sip, Arin il-cap.

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *¢irpa ‘bitch,” Proto-Andi *¢iba.

DOOR; *Perfk-, Ket ello, Yug erfox, Pumpokol elxan.

DOOR, *?ajtol, Kott atlol, Arin ejtol, Assan atol.

DRY *qaj-, Ket to-Rai-n, Yug to-xoin, Kott xuj-ga, Arin qoija,
Pumpokol ié-koj-pa, Assan xuj-ga. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida k’a.
DUCK; (n.) *t3q, Ket t3Ro, Yug t3% ‘golden-eye,” Kott al-thax
‘a kind of duck.’

DUCK; (n.) *Palg-, Ket adgo, Kott agapa ‘mallard.’

EAGLE *da?c-, Ket di?, Yug di?, Kott tage. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *leq’"Ia ‘name of a large bird,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman
*lag ~ *lak ‘falcon, hawk,” Old Chinese *lag ~ tlag ‘hawk.” Bengt-
son (pers. comm.) adds Na-Dene: Haida 6o ‘heron’ and Tlingit lag’
‘heron, crane.’

EAR *Poqta ~ *Pogde, Ket ogde, oqton ‘ear-rings,” Yug oxtin,
ogdonip ‘ear-rings,” Arin utk,enoq, Pumpokol atkin. Cf. Proto-Andi
*han-k’it’a ~ *han-t’ik’a, Na-Dene: Tlingit Pax ‘hear.’

EARTH *ba?p, Ket bary, Yug ba?y, Kott papn, Arin pep, Pumpo-
kol bi.

EAT “*sic-, Ket $1, Yug s1, Kott sig ‘food,” Arin $a-n, Pumpokol
sogo. Starostin (1984: 23) compared the Proto-Yeniseian form with
Proto-Sino-Tibetan *d“hdH and later (1989a: 64) added Proto-
(North) Caucasian *d“aHV ‘drink.” Bengtson and Blazek (1992)
compare these forms with Burushaski si-.

EGG/FISH EGGS *jep ~ *jopy, Ket op-dis ‘fish eggs,” ép ‘eggs,’
Yug on-dis ‘fish eggs,” ep ‘egg,” Kott d’anan ‘fish eggs,” Arin ujnun
‘fish eggs,” an ‘egg,” Pumpokol tanap ‘egg,” Assan ananp ‘fish eggs.’
Bengtson and Blazek (1992) compare the Proto-Yeniseian form with
Proto-(North) Caucasian *dlingwV ‘roe,” Burushaski tip ‘egg,” and
Proto-Sino-Tibetan *di ‘egg.’

ELBOW/JOINT *gid, Ket ud-git, Yug us-git, Assan kenar-xat-
ken ‘elbow,’ pul-gat-ken ‘tibia.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *q'"Iant"
‘elbow, knee,” Basque ukondo ‘elbow,” Na-Dene: Eyak cuhd ‘knee,’
Sarsi gud ‘knee, elbow,” Kutchin -gwod ‘knee,” Coquille g%¥ad ‘knee,’
Hupa got’ ‘knee,” Navajo god ‘knee.’
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ELK *cija, Ket qajo, Yug xéhj, Kott kaja, Arin o-daj-si, Pumpokol
xaju, Assan koja ‘deer.’

EMPTY *¢itj, Ket qujo, Yug xi?, Kott koi.

ERMINE *kulap, Ket kufep, Yug kulep, Kott hulup, Arin kulep.
EVENING *bis, Ket bis, Yug bis, Kott pis, Arin pis, Pumpokol
bi¢-idin, Assan pijaga. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *basa ‘night,
evening,” Ingush bijsa ‘night,” Ubykh z%a-pso ‘evening.” Bengtson
and Blazek (1992) add Burushaski basa ‘halting for the night; night
or day (as a measure of time).’

EXCREMENT/DIRT *po?q, Ket ho?q, Yug fo?q, Kott phok ~ fok
‘excrement,” phago ~ fago ‘dirt.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *p™iHily"a
‘diarrhea, feces.’

EYE *de-s, Ket dés, Yug des, Kott tis, Assan tes, Arin tiey, Pum-
pokol dat. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *PVilhi, Na-Dene: Kutchin
o-nde, Hare e-dJa, Galice -daai, Chiricahua “d4a.

FACE “*bat(t)-, Ket bat ~ battat, Yug bat ~ battat. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *mot’a.

FACE/CHIN *buné-, Kott punjol ~ puncol ‘chin,” Arin pinjal
‘chin,” Assan puncola ‘cheek.’

FAT (n.) *gird, Ket kirt, Yug ki?t, Kott kir, Arin ki. Cf. Basque
gizen.

FATHER *?ob, Ket op, Yug op, Kott op, Arin ipa, Pumpokol ab.
Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *Popa-, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *ba, Old
Chinese *ba, Burushaski baba ‘father (in royal circles),” Nahali aba
~ ba. Kuiper (1962: 58) regards the Nahali form as a borrowing
from Kurku (Munda).

FATHOM (2.13 meters) *ydn, Ket qan, Yug xan, Kott hen.
FIELD *kab-, Ket o-yup, Kott hip-ég, Arin kaba ~ Gabi.
FIR/SPRUCE *dine, Ket dm, Yug din, Kott tini, Arin tin, Pum-
pokol difie, Assan tin. Bengtson and Blazek (1992) compare the
Yeniseian forms with Burushaski thon ‘coriander’ and Proto-Sino-
Tibetan *tap ‘pine.’

FIRE *bo?k, Ket bo?k, Yug bo?k, Pumpokol bu¢. Cf. Burushaski
pfu, Nahali apo.

FISH TRAP *dob-, Ket ddve ~ d3ba. Cf. Proto-Lezghian *t’ap’.
FIST *kipg-, Ket k3Ro ~ koq, Yug kil'x, Kott hagkan. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *yink’“i. Bengtson (pers. comm.) adds Eyak gu?k’.
FIVE *qaka, Ket qak, Yug xak, Kott khégéi, Arin gaga, Pumpokol
xej-lag. Bengtson (pers. comm.) compares these forms with Eyak
q’aq’ ‘fist.’

FLEE *¢aq-, Ket tog-tot, Yug cattat, Kott cagantMak.
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FLOUR; *talkan, Ket tallin, Assan talkan.

FLOURy *qa(?)f ~ *qa(?)j, Kott u-xéi. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian
*"Iora, Proto-Nax *Hor-.

FLY/GNAT *tit-, Ket t7t, Yug tit, Kott al-thitega ‘ant.” Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *t’amt’o, Proto-Nax *t’ot’.

FOG  *qa?p-, Yug xoap. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *k"™Vim(h)a
~ *milk’"a ‘cloud, fog,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *miik, Old Chinese
*mok ‘drizzle.’

FOOT; *ki?s, Ket ki?s, Yug kifs. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*kWaé’a ‘foot, paw,” Na-Dene: Tlingit k’os ~ q’os, Eyak q’as ~ kus,
Sarsi ka?, Carrier -ke, Galice -ki?, Navajo -keé?, Kiowa Apache -kii.
FOOT. *bul, Ket bud, Yug bul, Kott pul, Arin pil. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *méH:t!o ¢(toe-)nail, hoof,” Sino-Tibetan: Ti-
betan bol ‘upper part of the leg,” Old Chinese *boj (< *bal) ‘calf of
the leg.’

FOUR *sika, Ket sik, Yug sik, Kott $égd, Arin saga, Pumpokol
cia-1.

FOX *koqan, Ket ki, Yug kaxin, Kott agan.

FROG *xi?r-, Ket a?l, Yug 4?7, Arin kere. Cf. Basque igel, Proto-
(North) Caucasian *q'“araq’a, Burushaski gur-quts ~ ~yur-kun.
FULL *?ute, Yug at, Kott ati. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*.0c’a.

GIVE *qoj-, Ket gadom, Yug xad'ig-fit’ ‘give back,” Arin koja-
peld ‘I give.” Cf. Na-Dene: Haida gijuu ‘give away.’

GLUE *pirt, Ket hi?t, Yug fi?t, Ket fit. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian
*pHiné’a ‘resin, tar,” Proto-Nax > Chechen mutta ‘sap.’

GO *hejag, Ket gjen, Yug ejin, Kott hejan. Cf. Basque j-oan. Starostin]]
(1984: 25) compares the Yeniseian forms with Proto-East Caucasian
*Pa?wa-n- and Proto-Sino-Tibetan *?%&(p), Old Chinese *w(h)dz.
GOOD *haq-, Ket ag-ta, Yug ax-ta, Kott hag-3i, Arin bergar-iktu.
GOODS (furs) *foq-, Ket 15q, Yug lox.

GOOSE *¢em-, Ket tem, Yug ¢em, Kott same, Arin sam, Pumpo-
kol xam, Assan Same.

GRASS *gare, Kott keri. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *q’ata ~
*q’Iala, Nahali jhara. According to Kuiper (1962: 81), the Nahali
form is borrowed from Kurku (Munda).

GUEST *ja-p, Kott ¢apn. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *¢'%a(Ha).
GUTS *pi?if, Ket hif, Yug fiA, Arin phor-ga ‘belly.” Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *peHert!’a, Proto-Nax *bfara, Proto-Tibeto-Burman
*pik ‘entrails, guts.’

HAIL “*barbad, Ket baAbet, Kott kojpat, Arin polpie. Cf. Na-
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Dene: Mattole bad.

HAIR *cope, Ket tdgo, Yug ¢an, Kott hepai, Arin dagan, Pumpo-
kol xiga. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *c’em(H)a ‘eyebrow,” Proto-Tibeto-
Burman *tsam, Old Chinese *sram (< *r-sam).

HALF; *su-, Yug sii-, Kott Su-, Pumpokol tu. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *hamc’i.

HALFy, *Pa(?)l, Ket a(?)4, Yug a(?)l, Kott al-ix ‘noon, midday.’
Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *-et!i, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *Iay
‘center, middle.” Bengtson and Blazek (1992) add Basque erdi ‘half,
middle,” Proto-Sino-Tibetan *tlay ‘center,” Burushaski alto ‘two,’
and Eyak lazd ‘two.’

HAND  *pag-, Ket hapn, Arin pliaga. Cf. Burushaski bayu ‘double
armful,” Nahali bok(k)o.

HE *da, Ket da- ~ di-, Yug da- ~ di-. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *t"
‘that,” Tibeto-Burman: Burmese thow ‘this,” Old Chinese *to ‘this,
he,” Nahali ete(y) ~ eta-re ‘he,” Na-Dene: Haida dei ‘just that way,’
Tlingit de ‘now,” Slave ti ‘this,” Chiricahua di ‘this thing.’

HE/SHE *wa, Ket b, Yug bu, Assan ba-ri ‘he,” Arin au ‘he.’

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *ma ‘this, that,” Na-Dene: Haida wiin-
a-sa ‘he,” wa- ‘that,” Tlingit @ ‘he,” we ‘that,” Chasta Costa yu ‘that
one.’

HEAD; *ci?e-, Ket ti2, Yug ¢i?, Kott takai, Arin ke-dake.

Cf. Proto-Abkhaz-Adyg *sdla, Na-Dene: Tanaina tsi?, Beaver tsii?,
Galice -sii?, Navajo -t51i?.

HEAD, *kofga-, Ket kajga, Arin kolka, Pumpokol kolka.

Cf. Proto-Lezghian *kurk ‘skull,” Lak k"ark ‘top, head.’

HEART *pu-, Ket hi, Yug fu, Kott p"ui ~ fui ‘insides,” Pumpokol
pfu.

HEAVY *sog-, Ket $4, Yug s3 ~ sou, Kott Sik-j, Arin Soga, Assan
suoga.

HEEL *saca(-d“a), Ket dat, Yug sdt ~ sout, Kott Sugaici, Arin
i-zege-n. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *30lG™Ia ~ *q "ol ‘heel, foot.’
Bengtson (1991a: 92) adds Burushaski Soq ‘sole (of boot).’

HIGH “*tiggir-, Ket tip(g)oA, Yug tingil, Pumpokol tokar-du.
HOLE “*yuy, Ket qiik, Yug xuk, Kott huk. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida
k’yu ‘door,” Tlingit kg™

HORN *yo?, Ket qo?, Yug xo?p. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*q"W5(ha), Proto-Tibeto-Burman *kruw, Old Chinese *qro-k.
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HORSE *ku?s, Ket kurs ‘cow,” Yug kurs, Kott hus, Arin kus, Pum-
pokol kut. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *k“aé¢"a ‘mare.’

HOUSE/TENT *yu?s, Ket qurs, Yug xu?s ‘tent,” Kott hiis ‘tent,’
Arin kus, Pumpokol hu-kut. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *q"“Iarca
‘house, dwelling.’

HUNDRED *jus, Arin jus, Pumpokol uta-msa.

HUNGER *cocant, Ket qat, Yug xoxat, Kott kajante, Arin dogat
‘hungry.’

HUSBAND  *ca(n)t-, Ket tét, Yug cet, Kott hat-kit, Arin kintej,
Pumpokol ils-et (< *ils-xet).

1 *Pad? Ket at, Yug at, Kott ai, Arin aj, Pumpokol ad. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *zo, Burushaski je ~ ja, Nahali jo ~ jiio.

IDOL  *gu?us, Ket kiis, Yug kiis. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *kI™ichs
‘form, appearance, look,” Proto-Nax *kust ‘figure, appearance.’
INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN ROOT *wiry, Ket bida ‘how,’
bides ‘where,” Yug bire ‘how,’ bires ‘where,” Kott biddn ‘what,” bili
‘where.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *ma and Proto-Nax *ma. Bengtson
and Blazek (1992) add Burushaski men ‘who,” a-min ‘which.’
INTESTINE (SMALL) *taA, Ket tudi, Yug tal4, Kott thutul,
Arin Sodoron.

IRON *Pexa, Ket &, Yug ej, Pumpokol ag. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *rit!"s ‘name of a metal.’

JAW  *pigkad?, Ket hivat, Yug figac¢i, Arin pigaip ‘lip,” Pumpokol
pinet ‘chin, cheek.’

KNEAD *log-, Ket Aon-don, Yug Aop-d’an.

KNEE “*bat-, Ket bat-pud, Yug bat-pil, Assan pul-patap ‘metatar-
sus,” Arin patas. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *porés ‘thigh, paw,” Proto-
Tibeto-Burman *put(s), Old Chinese *pot ~ *pit ‘knee-cap.’
KNIFE *do?n, Ket do?n, Yug do?n Kott ton, Arin ton. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *wastina.

LAKE *de?c, Ket de?, Yug de?, Kott ur-tég, Arin kur-tiik, Pum-
pokol dannip. Cf. Na-Dene: Tlingit da ‘to flood,” Eyak ta? ‘into wa-
ter.’

LAND/SOIL *su, Kott su. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *H"en3%i
‘land, clay.’

LARCH “*se?s, Ket $e?s, Yug sers, Kott sét, Arin ¢it, Pumpokol
tag. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *caca ‘thorn, burr.” Bengtson
(1991b: 133) adds Basque sasi ‘bramble, thicket’ and Burushaski
¢hag ‘thornbush, thorns.’

LAUGH *jaga-, Ket daRe, Yug d'alx, Kott ¢ake, Arin soja-kean ‘I
laugh,” Pumpokol jai-¢i-du ‘I laugh.’
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LEAF *j3pe, Ket 4, Yug Ap, Kott d’ipi, Arin ipor, Pumpokol
(xogon-)dipun. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *t"epi, Proto-Tibeto-
Burman *lap, Old Chinese *lap. Bengtson (pers. comm.) adds Bu-
rushaski tap (< *Itap(V), preserved in du-ltap-as ‘wither’).

LIGHT (adj. & n.) *gorn-, Ket ka?n, Yug karn, Kott kanap-i¢iban
‘lightning.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *(HA)k"™ena, Old Chinese *k™az.
LIGHT/CHEAP *tof-, Ket toA-git ‘cheap,” Kott tPui “light, cheap,’
Arin tiiteld ‘light.’

LIP *fon, Ket Aon, Yug lon, Kott d’an, Arin e-tan, Assan anag

(< *anap).

LIVER “*sep, Ket sep, Yug sep, Arin Sin-trun ‘entrails.” Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *c%am?i ‘bile, anger,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *m-
sin, Old Chinese *sin ‘bitter.” Bengtson (1991b: 131) adds Basque
be-ha-zun ‘bile, gall,” Burushaski ¢hemr-lip ‘bitter, poisonous,” and
suggests that possibly Eyak -salt and Proto-Athabaskan *-sod? be-
long here as well.

LOG *bdk, Ket bayos, Yug bak, Kott peg. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *pong(I)u ‘pole, stick, stake, post,” Old Chinese *pak ‘pole,
post, column.’

LONG *Pux-, Ket ug-do, Yug ug-do, Kott ui, Arin u-ta. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *-uq™(I)a(-na) ‘long, big, tall,” Old Chinese *kaw
‘tall,” Tibeto-Burman: Burmese khau-h ‘protrude.’

LOW  *pitam-, Ket hitim, Yug fitim, Pumpokol fidam-du.
LOW/BELOW  *kan-, Kott hana ‘down,” hanal ‘below, low,” Arin
xamartu ‘low.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *?ot’onu ‘bottom.’
LUNGS “*sisa(l)-, Kott sicatn, Arin Sisali. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *¢’aé’a ‘kidney.’

MALE *ix(a), Ket T ‘male deer,” Yug i?k ‘male, male polecat,’
Kott ig ‘little man,” Arin au ‘male.’

MAN; *ke?t, Ket ke?t, Yug kert, Kott het ~ hit, Arin k/it, Pum-
pokol kit, Assan hit. Cf. Proto-Andi *k¥int’a ‘man, husband, male,’
Proto-Nax *k’anat ‘boy, lad,” Na-Dene: Tlingit gah ~ kah ‘man,’
Eyak ga? ~ kha ‘husband.” Bengtson (pers. comm.) suggests that
perhaps Nahali kalto belongs here.

MAN, *pixe, Ket hryo, Yug fik, Kott fi, Arin pa-nalikip.
MEADOW *?o6-, Ket @, Yug ou, Kott ox, Arin jujup ‘grass.’

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *?eng™Ia ‘meadow, plot of land.’

MEAT *7ise, Ket 18, Yug 1s, Kott 1¢i, Arin is. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *jomclo ‘bull, ox.’
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MILK/NIPPLE *de(?)n, Kott ten ‘nipple,” Arin tepul ‘milk,” Pum-
pokol den. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *3inwa ‘milk, udder.’
Bengtson (pers. comm.) adds Basque esne ‘milk.’

MITTEN *boqg-, Ket bog, Yug boxon, Kott pagan.

MOON  *(?4)suj, Kott Sui, Arin esuj, Pumpokol tuj. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *woméc’o ‘moon, month,” Old Chinese *p“at
‘moon.’

MORNING  *pak-, Ket higem, Pumpokol cil-paga. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *poaka ‘morning, dawn, dusk.” Bengtson (pers. comm.)
adds Basque bigar ‘tomorrow.’

MOTHER *Pama, Ket am, Yug am, Kott ama, Arin ama, b-arha
‘my mother,” Pumpokol am, Assan ama. Cf. Basque ama, Buru-
shaski mama, Nahali may, Na-Dene: Eyak amma, Navajo ma. The
Nahali form is considered by Kuiper (1962: 90) a borrowing from
Kurku (Munda).

MOUNTAIN,  *i7j, Ket Ai?t, Yug li?t/, Kott d'7, Assan jii.
MOUNTAIN, (WOODED) *qér?j, Ket qarj, Yug xa?j ‘wooded
mountain,” Kott xé-lex ‘mountain ridge,” Arin (ena-)haj ‘forest,’
Pumpokol ko-nnop. Cf. Proto-Lezghian *y“a? ‘mountain,” Proto-
Nax *Hawyé ‘shady slope of a mountain,” Old Chinese *kh%o ‘hill.’
MOUSE *jita, Ket it, Yug ut, Kott d'iita, Pumpokol ute.

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *jac™™e ‘squirrel, badger, mouse,” Old
Chinese *lu-s (< *ju-s) ‘weasel,” Tibetan jos ‘hare.’

MOUTH *yowe, Ket qo, Yug xo, Kott hopi, Assan xoboj. Starostin
(1984: 24) compares the Yeniseian forms with Proto-Sino-Tibetan
*Kho(w)H and Proto-(North) Caucasian k’VélV. Bengtson and
Blazek (1992) add Basque a-ho.

MUSHROOM *borba, Ket boAba, Yug bolba, Arin penbe-tu.

MY *b- ~ *Pab-, Ket ap ~ abe, ba- ~ bo- (first-person marker on
verbs). Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *na ‘I,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *pa ‘I,
Old Chinese *pa ‘1.’

NAME *?ic, Ket 1, Yug i, Kott ix, Pumpokol i. Cf. Burushaski
-1k. Bengtson and Blazek (1992) add Chipewyan (Athabaskan) -ye?
~ -yi? ‘to be named.’

NAVEL *tir- ~ *til-, Ket t#4, Yug til. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian
*d%onHu, Proto-Nax *c’an-k’u, Old Chinese *d?3;j.

NECK; *pujm-, Kott fuimur ~ ptuimur, Arin pemd. Cf. Burusha-
ski biii ‘shoulder-blade.’

NECK; *koqont-, Ket k3qti, Yug koxti, Kott agantan ‘collar,
neck.” Cf. Basque kokot.
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NEEDLE *?i?n, Ket i?n, Yug i7n, Kott in ~ I, Arin in. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *$ima ‘awl.’

NET *porp, Ket ha?y, Yug fa?g, Kott fup, Arin pen.

NETTLE *kita, Ket kitn, Yug kitn ‘nettle, hemp,” Kott hita
‘hemp.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *qiic"u ‘nettle, grass.’

NEW  *tur- ~ *tul, Yug tul-im. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*c¢’dnha, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *sig, Old Chinese *sin. Alterna-
tively, the Proto-Yeniseian form might be compared with Proto-
Tibeto-Burman *sar ‘new, fresh’ and Old Chinese *sar ‘fresh.’
NIGHT “*sig, Ket s1, Yug si, Kott sig, Arin saj, Pumpokol tec.

Cf. also Proto-Yeniseian *sam- ‘sleep’ below.

NIGHT (SPEND THE ) *sacar;, Ket sal, Yug sa'r, Kott sagal
‘spending the night,” ha-¢agal ‘spend the night,” Pumpokol tol
‘night.” Cf. Basque gau ‘night,” Na-Dene: Haida cal ‘night,” Eyak
Xatl’ ‘night,” Carrier ved ‘night,” Kato kail ‘night passes,’ Chipewyanf]
xi? ‘darkness,” Navajo di-#-xi? ‘black.’

NINE *jum-, Kott ¢um-naga. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*CAré™am-.

NIT *jog- ~ *jok, Ket (ayin-)ok, Yug (etin-)ik, Kott d'oga.

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *q’s(I)ja > Dargwa q'i.

NO/NOT; *wo-, Ket bo-n, Yug bo-1i, Kott mo-n (< *bo-n), Arin
bo-n, Pumpokol a-mu-t (< *a-wu-n-t). Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*ma, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *ma, Old Chinese *ma, ?Burushaski be,
?Nahali beko ‘no,” bete ‘not,” biji ‘not.” The Nahali form is consid-
ered by Kuiper (1962: 62) a borrowing from Kurku (Munda).
NO/NOT; *Pat ~ *ta-, Ket at ‘not,” tap ‘no,” Yug ata ‘not,” tage
b3as ‘not at all.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *ta, Proto-Tibeto-Burman
*ta (prohibitive particle), Nahali hot (used with the past tense).
Kuiper (1962: 77) suggests that the Nahali form is a Munda borrow-
ing.

NOSE; *Polk-, Ket olin, Arin arquj.

NOSE, *xap, Kott ap, Pumpokol ha.

NUT *im, Ket im, Yug im, Kott Im, Arin im.

OLD/DECREPIT *sin, Ket $in, Yug sin. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *$tino ‘year,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *snip ‘year,” Old Chinese
*nin (< *(s)nip) ‘year,” Na-Dene: Tlingit san ‘old person,” Tlatskanai
sen ‘old man,” Navajo sdnf ‘old man.” Bengtson (pers. comm.) adds
Burushaski sini ‘summer.’

ONE *yu-sa, Ket qis (inan.), Yug xus (inan.), Kott hiica, Arin
khuzej ~ qusej ~ kusa, Pumpokol xuta. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *cPo, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *it, *kat (< *qac), Old Chinese
*2it (< *Pic).
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ONION  *guwurkan-, Kott kuburgenan, Arin kuburgan, Assan
kabirgina.

OTTER *téayxar, Ket taf, Yug tar, Kott thegar. Cf. Proto-Dages-
tanian *tend!"a ~ *teng"a ‘weasel, marten,” Basque urtxakur.
OUTSIDE  *hor;-, Ket afa, Yug arej, Kott hili. Cf. Burushaski
holum, Nahali bahare. Kuiper (1962: 61) consideres the Nahali
word a borrowing from Kurku (Munda).

OWL/HAWK  *kag-, Kott hikei-Se ‘owl,” Arin kak ‘hawk,” Pumpo-
kol xagam-kolka ‘owl.’

PALM *battop ~ *pattop, Ket battop, Ko fatap ~ pfatap.
PATH/ROAD *qo?t, Ket qo?t, Yug xo?t ‘path,” Arin kat ~ kut,
Pumpokol koat ‘road.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *G%at’a ‘street, pas-
sage.” Nikolaev (1991: 54) compares these forms with Proto-Eyak-
Athabaskan *ged ‘road,” Hare -giér-e? ‘road.’

PENIS/TESTICLES *gans-, Kott kancal ‘testicles,” Pumpokol
kutte ‘penis.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *k’al¢’a ‘penis, vulva,” Bu-
rushaski -yiis ‘vagina,” Na-Dene: Eyak guc, Sarsi yidz&?.

PEOPLE *je?-p, Ket de?n, Yug d'e?y, Kott cedy. Cf. Proto-(North)J
Caucasian *éliw(i) ‘person, man,” Na-Dene: Haida e-tlifiga ‘man,’
Tlingit tVinkit ‘people.’

PERCH (fish) *to?¢-, Ket ta?, Yug ta?, Pumpokol tou, Assan

tuga.

PIKE *yija, Ket qufi, Yug xa?t’, Kott hija, Arin quj, Pumpokol
kod'u, Assan huja.

PINE TREE *?¢j-, Ket €j, Yug e¢j, Kott ei, Arin aja, Assan ¢j.
PLURAL SUFFIX; *p, Ket -5, Yug -, Kott -. Cf. Proto-Dages-
tanian *-ma.
PLURAL SUFFIX, *na, Ket -n ~ -11, Yug -n, Kott -n. Cf. Proto-
Dagestanian *-na, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *-n (collective plural).
POINT *saPr;, Ket sa?A, Yug sa?r, Kott sal. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *¢’owli ‘arrow, point,” Burushaski isara et ‘point out.’
POLE (of a tent) *hogane, Ket apn, Yug agriin, Kott hagimni.
PRINCE *yij(e), Ket qzj, Kott hiji, Arin bi-khej. Cf. Proto-
Abkhaz-Adyg *(a)xe.

RABBIT *Pay ~ *Pak, Yug ak ‘jumping hare.” Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *rag"a ‘squirrel, marten, weasel, mouse,” Proto-Tibeto-
Burman *rwak ‘rat,” Na-Dene: Eyak coy, Slave gah, Tsetsaut qax,
Navajo ga?.

RAIN  *xur ~ *xur-es, Ket udes, Yug ures, Kott ur, Arin kur,
Pumpokol ur-ait. Cf. Basque euri, Burushaski horalt.
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REINS/BRIDLE *kiind-, Ket kiindagin ‘reins,” Arin gonda ‘bri-
dle.’

RELATIVE ADJECTIVE SUFFIX *-tu-, Ket -tu-, Yug -tu-.

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *-t"i (adjective suffix).

RIB *Pufad? Ket udfet, Yug udat, Kott ulai.

RIVER *ses, Ket sés, Yug ses, Kott set, Arin sat, Pumpokol tatan,
Assan get. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida si(s) ‘ocean,” Eyak ST ‘creek, stream,’
Galice siskaa ‘ocean.’

ROAD *yiy, Ket qik, Yug xik, Kott hek.

ROOT; *¢ij-, Ket tifi, Yug t't’, Pumpokol kedip, Assan i-¢ican.
Cf. Burushaski tshirrs.

ROOT, *tempal, Kott thempul, Arin t'émbirgan ~ tenbir.
ROPE; *Pap-, Ket aga, Yug an, Kott anan ‘small strap.’

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *HYam?A.

ROPE, *ti?, Ket tir. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *raf¥a, Burushaski
tak ‘string (of choga),” Na-Dene: Tlingit t‘ix’.

SABLE *x@ja, Ket &fi ~ &do ~ &', Kott ija, Pumpokol hiju, As-
san ija.

SALIVA; *duk ~ duq, Kott tuk. Cf. Proto-Nax *tug ~ *tuk’,
Proto-Tibeto-Burman *tik ‘saliva, spit (v.),” Basque to egin ‘spit’
(v.), Burushaski thi et ‘spit’ (v.), Nahali thuk ‘spit’ (v.), Na-Dene:
Tlingit tuy ‘spit’ (v.), Eyak tux, Sarsi zdk’a?, Kato sek’, Navajo
3667.

SALIVA, “*hufap, Ket udon, urig, Kott hujup. Cf. Proto-Yeniseian
WATER below.

SALT *¢o?, Ket ta?, Yug ¢a?, Kott si-. Cf. Proto-Abkhaz-Adyg
*to ~ *jo, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *(m)tsi. Bengtson (1991b: 132)
adds Basque itsaso ‘sea’ and Burushaski sau ‘oversalted (of food).’
SAND *ponap, Ket hanopy, Kott fenan ~ plenap, Arin fiiag ~
phiﬁaI], Pumpokol pinnin.

SEVEN *Po?n, Ket orn, Arin una ~ #na, Pumpokol onar.
SHAMAN *sen, Ket Sen-op, Yug senon, Kott sénan ‘shamanism,’
senapg hit. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *niwch%a ‘prince, God’; a
metathesized form, according to Starostin.

SHARP *Pete, Ket eti, Yug ét, Kott eti. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian
*_ACA.

SHOE/BOOT *case, Ket t&si, Yug ¢&s, Kott heci, Arin qisip
‘shoes.’

SHOULDER *ken-, Ket ken-to-buA ‘shoulder joint,” Kott hénar,
Arin ginag ~ xinag ‘shoulder, arm.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*G"Tina ~ *niG"Ia ‘shoulder, arm,” Old Chinese *qén, Nahali
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khanda, Na-Dene: Ingalik -gan ‘arm,” Tanana gan ‘arm,’” Tlatskanai
okane ‘arm,” Navajo gaan ‘arm.” According to Kuiper (1962: 85),
the Nahali form is borrowed from Kurku (Munda).

SIX *Paxa, Ket a, Yug a, Arin ogga ~ iga, Pumpokol aggian. Cf. Proto-J]
(North) Caucasian *Zirint(")i, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *(d)ruk, Old
Chinese *ruk.

(ANIMAL) SKIN  *sas, Ket $asi, Yug sa'ss, Kott sét. Bengtson
(pers. comm.) adds the following Na-Dene forms: Tlingit d%as, Hupa
sit” ‘bark, skin,” Galice -saas, Navajo sis.

SKY/GOD *Pes, Ket &s, Yug es, Kott &3, Arin es, Pumpokol ec.

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *2amsa ‘sky, cloud; dignity, conscience,” ?Na-
Dene: Haida g"es, Tlingit kuts, Eyak koas.

SLAVE/SERVANT *har-, Kott haran-get ‘slave, servant,” Arin
ar(a) ‘self name of the Arin.” Cf. ?Nahali halk ‘servant.” Kuiper
(1962: 75) derives the Nahali form from Indo-Aryan *halk.

SLED *so?0l, Ket si4, Yug sol ~ soul, Kott fun-col ‘little sled,’
Arin Sal, Pumpokol cel.

SLEEP; (v.) *xus, Ket usen, Yug usan, Kott uca ‘sleep’ (n.), uc¢akp
‘sleep’ (v.), Arin kus, Pumpokol utu. Cf. Burushaski guchaiyas

‘to lie sleeping,’ agucaiyas ‘put to sleep,” Na-Dene: Chipewyan ~iis
‘snore,” Coquille %03, Navajo -y0s.

SLEEP; (n.) *sam-, Kott same. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *Hié¢"ino
~ *Hini¢" ‘night, sleep.” According to Starostin, the Yeniseian
form is in all likelihood related to Proto-Yeniseian *si¢ ‘night,” which
Starostin derives from an earlier *sim-G. Starostin (1989a: 64) adds
Proto-Sino-Tibetan *chen ‘night, darkness.” Bengtson and Blazek
(1992) compare these forms with Basque a-mets ‘dream’ (with meta-
thesis), Tlingit ¢un ‘dream,” and Eyak t5i-d? ‘dream.’
SLY/DECEIVE *Paru-, Ket ad-bet, Yug ar-bet’ ‘deceive,” Kott aru
‘sly,” aru-pi ‘deceit.” Cf. Basque ero ‘stupid, fatuous.’

SMOKE (n.) *du?x-, Ket du?, Yug du?, Kott tu(g), Arin t'u, Pum-
pokol dukar, Assan tu. Bengtson (pers. comm.) compares the Yeni-
seian forms with Burushaski tux ‘steam, mist,” Tibetan du-ba, Sarsi
(Athabaskan) -t’u?, and Navajo -t’ooh ‘smoke’ (v.).

SNAKE/FISH *cik, Ket tryo ~ tiy ‘snake,” Yug ¢tk ‘snake,” Kott
teg ~ tex ‘fish,” Arin il-ti ‘fish,” Pumpokol ci¢ ‘meat.” Cf. Proto-
Lezghian *¢’ek’- ‘fish, lizard,” 7Basque suge ‘snake,” ?Na-Dene: Haida
si-guh ~ si-ga ‘snake.’

SNOW; *tiy, Ket tik, Yug tik, Kott thik, Arin té, Pumpokol tig.
Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *dix"1a ‘snow, precipitation,” Na-Dene:
Tlingit t’iq” ~ t’ix’ ~ tix ‘snow, ice, hard,” Eyak t’it% ‘snow, ice,’
Hupa tVit5 ‘hard,’ Navajo Pz ‘hard.’
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SNOW,  *ber¢ ‘snow,” Ket bert, Yug be?t’, Pumpokol be¢. Bengt-
son (pers. comm.) compares these forms with Eyak wehs ‘soft snow,
tundra.’

SNOW CRUST *cac ~ c¢ak, Kott sak ‘icy crust on the snow.’

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *chowahIa “drizzle, sleet, frost, gran-
ular snow.” Bengtson (1991a: 102) adds Burushaski ¢hay(-arvm)
‘cold” (adj.).

SOFT *pucam-, Ket hom-ifopy, Yug fom-ifig, Kott ptugam ~
fiigam, Arin puma.

SOLE *kassad, Ket kassat, Kott hacar. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *k"aré’a ~ *k'Warcu ‘heel, foot.’
SON-IN-LAW/BROTHER-IN-LAW  *?6iie, Ket i ~ &ne, Yug &M,
Kott ani ~ afle, Arin b-dn ‘my son-in-law.’

SOON  *Parc, Ket a?t, Yug art’, Kott et-pan, Arin ati.

SOUP  *Pu?yx ~ *xurk, Ket urk, Yug urk, Kott uk. Cf. Proto -
Dagestanian *herenq’u (> Proto-Andi *Poq’a, Proto-Tsez *joq’u,
Proto-Lezghian *riq’), "Basque zuku.

SPOON  *kalp, Kott xalpen, Arin kilpPan, Pumpokol hapi. Cf. Bu-
rushaski khapun.

SPRING (season) *xije, Ket ¥do ~ i, Yug #t', Kott 7ji, Arin kej.
SPRING/WATERHOLE IN THE ICE *sin-, Ket $in4, Yug sinir,
Kott sinap. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *2¥in(i)éa, Old Chinese *cep?
‘well.” Bengtson (1991b: 133) adds Basque hosin ‘well, pool.’
SQUIRREL *sa?qa, Ket sa?q, Yug sarx ~ sarq, Kott saga, Arin
sava, Pumpokol tak, Assan saga. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida gaft®aak",
Tlingit t%alk, Eyak tSot'k, Galice salas.

STAR *g3qa, Ket qoR, Yug x3"x, Kott alaga (< *al-xaga), Arin
il-koj ~ il-xok, Pumpokol kaken. Cf. Na-Dene: Haida kung ‘sun,’
Tlingit kuk-kan ~ k’akan ~ cGagan ‘sun.’

STERLET (kind of fish) *?Pok, Ket ok, Yug ok, Pumpokol ot.
STOCKING  *bulor, Ket budaA, Yug bulol, Arin proron ‘stock-
ings.’

STONE *¢i?s, Ket tirs, Yug ¢i?s, Kott $i5, Arin kes, Pumpokol
kit, Assan §ig. Bengtson (pers. comm.) compares the Yeniseian
forms with Burushaski ¢i§ ‘mountain, hill’ and Eyak ¢iis ‘beach,
sand bank, gravel bank, sand, gravel.’

STRAIGHT “*tat(ap), Ket tatop, Yug tatir, Arin tedenga.

Cf. 7Basque zuzen, ?Burushaski tshan.

(SKI-)STRAP *Pés-, Ket &Se, Yug &s. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian
*Plars%a ‘(leather) cord, strap, thong.’
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(BOW) STRING  *cu(?) ~ *cuc, Yug tut’ (< *t'ut’), Assan gij-
tu, Arin kej-tu. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *¢’aza ‘bow, arrow,’
Burushaski ¢hukus ‘bow string.’

STRONG; *bid-, Ket bzt, Yug bit ~ bidam. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *patia ‘strong, dense, firm.” Bengtson and Blazek (1992)
add Basque bethe ‘full,’ i-phete ‘thick, fat’ and Burushaski but
‘much, very.’

STRONG: *Aa(?), Yug Aap ‘strong, firm,” Kott d'ar-ut ‘fastening,’
d o?P-utan ‘fasten, strengthen.” Cf. Na-Dene: Haida tlaats’gaa, Tlin-
git litsin, Eyak atliahiikh, Galice t'a?s, Kato lot®.

STUMP  *sapgal-, Ket sunuAt, Kott sagali.

SUMMER. *siri-, Ket $ifi, Yug sir, Kott sil-pap, Arin 3il.

Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *clowilHa ~ *GliwolHa ‘fall (season),’
Old Chinese *¢hiw ‘fall (season).’

SUN *xica, Ket 1, Yug i, Kott éga, Arin ega, Pumpokol hixem.
Cf. 7Na-Dene: Haida xai ‘sunshine,’” Tlingit -xaa-t" ‘be cloudless,’
Proto-Eyak-Athabaskan *xwaa ‘sun.’

SWAMP/LAKE *tik-, Ket tay-o ‘(large) swamp,” Kott ol-tég ~
ol-téx ‘swamp,’ Assan ol-tegan ‘lake.” Cf. Proto-Lezghian *takar
‘pond, lake, swamp.’

SWAN *cike, Ket tryo, Yug cik, Kott sigi.

SWEET  *pir;-, Ket hif ‘sweet mass under the crust of a birch
tree,” hifan ‘sweet,” Yug firr ‘sweet mass under the crust of a birch
tree,” foran ‘sweet,” Kott fil ‘sap of a tree,” pPalag ~ falag, Arin
kulun-pala.

TAIL *pucaj, Ket hat, Yug fut, Kott pfugai ~ fugai, Arin phugaj,
Assan pugaj. Cf. Nahali pago.

TEN; *yoca, Ket q6, Yug xo, Kott haga, Arin hioga ~ qoa ~
kova, Pumpokol xajag. Bengtson and Blazek (1992) compare these
forms with Basque hogoi ‘20,” Proto-(North) Caucasian *go ‘20,
and, in Na-Dene, Tlingit -qa ‘20,” and Eyak ca ‘10.” The Caucasian—
Na-Dene comparison was first suggested by Nikolaev (1991: 55).
TEN; *tu?-g, Kott -thukp, Arin -thin. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *w-enc’i, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *tsiy ~ *ts(y)ay. Bengtson
(pers. comm.) compares these forms with Basque -tzi (as in bedera-
tzi ‘9, zor-tzi ‘8’).

TENT *yurs, Ket qu?s, Yug xu?s, Kott has, Arin kus, Pumpokol
hu-kut.

THAT *ka-, Ket ka-Sap ‘there,” Yug ka-t, ka-n ‘there,” Arin xa-tu
‘he.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *ga ‘that (below the speaker),” Sino-
Tibetan: Tibetan kho ‘he, she,” Old Chinese *ko-s ‘this, that,” *go
‘his, her.’
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THIGH *pép-, Ket hap, Yug fap, Kott phépar ~ fepar. Cf. Proto-
Lezghian *pilmp ‘knee,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *bop ‘leg, calf of the
leg.’

THIN *paksam, Ket haksem, Yug faksim, Kott pfacam ~ facam.
Cf. ?Nahali basi ‘small.’

THIS *tu-, Ket tudo, tuna ‘these,” Yug tut, tuna ‘these,” Arin itan
‘they.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *ta- ‘this, that,” Proto-Tibeto-
Burman *day ‘this, that,” Old Chinese *de? ‘this.’

THOU *Paw ~ ?u, Ket @, Yug u, Kott au, Arin au, Pumpokol ue.
Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *wo-, Burushaski iip ~ um, Na-Dene:
Tlingit weh.

THOU/YOU  *ka- ~ *Pak-, Ket k- ~ ku- (second-person singular
personal prefix), kep (second-person plural personal prefix), 3k(z)
‘you,” @ik ‘thy,” Yug k- ~ ku- (second-person singular personal pre-
fix), kepy (second-person plural personal prefix), (k)okp ‘you,” uk
‘thy,” Pumpokol ajapg ‘you.” Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *Ru ~ *PAR-
‘thou,” Proto-Nax *Ho ~ *Pah ‘thou,” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *k(w)aj
‘thou.’

THREE *do?pa, Ket do?y ~ dog, Yug do?y ~ dog, Kott topa,
Arin tiipa, Pumpokol doga. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *$"imHa, Proto-
Tibeto-Burman *g-sum, Old Chinese *sam.

THROAT *korad ~ *gorad, Ket kaAit, Yug kalat, Arin u-kurii.
Cf. Nahali gardan, Na-Dene: Haida haf ~ il ‘neck,” Tlingit ka{-
dukh ‘neck.” Kuiper (1962: 73) compares the Nahali form with a
similar Hindi word.

TONGUE *?ej, Ket &j, Yug ¢j, Kott ei ‘voice, sound,” Pumpokol
aj. Cf. Nahali lay.

TWENTY *Pely, Ket €7k, Yug e7k. Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *8,
Proto-Tibeto-Burman *(m)kul.

TWO *xi-na, Ket in, Yug in, Kott Tna, Arin kina, Pumpokol
hineayy. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *q’"I4, Proto-Tibeto-Burman
*g-ni-s, Old Chinese *nij-s.

UNMARRIED *Popal, Ket 4l, Yug afil, Kott ipal ‘free.” Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *?4paj ‘orphan,” Proto-Kartvelian *obol-
‘orphan,” Proto-Indo-European *orbho- ‘orphan.’

UTENSIL *si?y ‘trough for dough,” Ket $i?k, Yug sirk. Cf. Proto-
(North) Caucasian *¢’iq’"a ‘spoon, scoop, wooden vessel.” Starostin
(1984: 32) added Proto-Sino-Tibetan *¢ek" ‘to draw, to ladle.” Niko-
laev (1991: 53) adds Proto-Na-Dene *c’ag(w) ‘basket, bowl, dish,’
Eyak c’ak-1 ‘dipper,” Navajo c’aa? ‘plate.” Bengtson and Blazek
(1992) add Burushaski ¢uq ‘a measure of grain,” Werchikwar (a Bu-
rushaski dialect) ¢hiq ‘sifting tray.’
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VULVA; *fos, Ket 463, Yug los, Pumpokol lat. Cf. Proto-Dages-
tanian *roc%a ‘anus,’” Proto-Tibeto-Burman *ryes ‘hind part, back,
seat, posterior.’

VULVA, *gar, Kott kar, Assan kar, Arin ken (< *ker-(a)n).

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *k"oru ‘hole,” Proto-Nax *kor ‘window’

(< ‘hole’), Proto-Tibeto-Burman *kor ‘hole.’

WAR *karie, Ket kaAi, Yug kar, Kott hali, Arin kel ‘army.’

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *d'els, Proto-Tibeto-Burman *ral (< *lal)
‘war, fight.’

WARM  *xus- ~ *xurus, Ket s, Yug as, Arin kusi ‘hot,” Pumpokol
utti-¢idin ‘hot.’

WATER  *xury, Ket a4, Yug ur, Kott al, Arin kul, Pumpokol ul.
Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *xan#i, Proto-Nax *yi, Old Chinese *{uj?,
Proto-Tibeto-Burman *Iwi(y) ‘flow, river,” Cf. also the Proto-
Yeniseian words for WET and RAIN, herein. Starostin (1984: 26)
added Proto-Sino-Tibetan *hu-s ‘moisture.” Nikolaev (1991: 53)
compares the Caucasian forms with Proto-Na-Dene *xan? ‘water,
river,” Haida can-dI ‘fresh water,” Tlingit hin ‘fresh water, river,’
Proto-Athabaskan *xan?e ‘river,” Tutchone xan?e ‘river,” Hupa han?
‘river,” Kutchin han ‘river,” Kwalhioqua xonee ‘river.” Bengtson
(1991a: 101) adds Basque i-hin-tz ‘dew’ and Burushaski huu-$ ‘mois-
ture.’

WET *xura, Ket ud-tu, Yug ul, Kott ara ‘wet, rainy,” Arin kur,
Pumpokol ur-ga.

WHERE *wiry, Ket bides, bida ‘how,” Yug bires, bire ‘how,” Kott
bili, bidn ‘what.” Cf. WHO; below.

WHITE *tik- ~ *tdkam, Ket tayam, Yug tig-b&ls, Kott thegam
~ thékam, Arin tama, Pumpokol tam-xo, Assan tegama ~ tiekama.
Cf. Na-Dene: Eyak t°%e?q ‘yellow,” Tanaina tsok ‘yellow,” Galice t%'oh
‘yellow,” Navajo t%0 ‘yellow.’

WHO; *wi- ~ *we-, Ket bi-$Se (masc.), be-a (fem.), bi-Aa ‘how,’
bi-Aes ‘where,” Yug be-tta, bi-re ‘how,” bi-res ‘where,” Kott bi-li
‘where,” bi-A4y ‘what.” Bengtson and Blazek (1992) compare the
Yeniseian forms with Caucasian forms such as Archi ba-sa ‘when’
and Godoberi e-bu ‘what,” with Burushaski be ‘what,” be-se ‘why,’
and with Sino-Tibetan forms such as Burmese ba ‘what’ and Karen
bei ‘what, how.’

WHO, *?an-, Ket anej ~ ana, Yug anet. Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *na (interrogative pronoun base), Sino-Tibetan: Old Chinese
*naj ‘how, what,” Tibetan na ‘when,” Khamti an-nan ‘what,” Nahali
nani, nan ‘what.” Bengtson (pers. comm.) adds Basque no-r.
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WHO3 *Pas- ~ *sa-, Ket ade$ ‘what,” as-ka ‘when,” Yug asera,
asejs ‘what,” as-kej ‘when,’ as-sa ‘what,” Kott asix ‘what, how,’ Si-
na ‘what.” Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *3a (interrogative pronoun
base), *34 (interrogative pronoun base), Proto-Tibeto-Burman *su,
Basque zer ‘what,’” zein ‘which,” Na-Dene: ?Tlingit ah-sa.

WIDE *yicad, Ket qif, Yug xéA, Kott higal. Cf. Proto-(North)
Caucasian *-arq’t ~ *q’arq’i.

WIDOW  *bas, Ket bassem, bassoA-git ‘widower,” Yug bassem,
Kott pas-iip-Se ‘orphan, widow, widower,” Assan pasup jali ‘step-
son,” Arin pas ‘slave,” bi-passa ‘my servant.” Cf. Proto-(North) Cau-
casian *p’Asi ‘orphan, relative from a second marriage.’

WILLOW  *doAe, Ket dad-oks, Yug d3A-git, Kott tili ‘thicket of
willows,” Arin tal-set.

WIND *bej, Ket bej, Yug bej, Kott péi, Arin paj, Pumpokol baj ~
bej. Cf. Proto-(North) Caucasian *miwHa ‘smell.’

WINTER *gote, Ket kato, Yug kat, Kott kéti. Cf. Proto-Lezghian
*q'lort(a).

WITCH/SHE-DEVIL *qos, Ket qosed-em, Yug xosed-em.

Cf. Proto-Lezghian *q“arc ‘brownie (a small sprite),” Proto-Abkhaz-
Adyg *RYasot ‘devil,” Burushaski gus- ‘she-, woman.’
WOLVERINE, *kin, Ket kiife, Yug kii"n, Pumpokol kun. Bengt-
son (pers. comm.) compares these forms with Basque *-konH in
harz-koin ‘badger’; for the first element in this compound, see the
Proto-Yeniseian word for BADGER above.

WOLVERINE, *pestap, Kott festap ~ plestap, Arin pjastap,
Assan pestap. Starostin (1984: 29) compares the first syllable of
the Proto-Yeniseian reconstruction with Proto-(North) Caucasian
*beHérc’i ‘wolf’” and with Old Chinese *prat-s ‘mythical predator.’
Bengtson (1991a: 103) adds Basque potzo ‘wolf, big dog.’
WOMAN; *qam-, Ket qgim, Yug xim ~ xem, Arin bi-qamal ‘my
wife,” kemeld ‘woman,” Pumpokol ils-em (< *ils-qem) ‘wife.’

Cf. Proto-Dagestanian *q"ama. Bengtson (1991a: 114) adds Basque
ema-kume and Burushaski quma ‘concubine.’

WOMAN,  *Palit ~ *Parit, Kott alit, Arin alte. Cf. Proto-Dages-
tanian *7irda.

WOOD; *Pokse, Ket oks, Yug oksi, Kott atci, Arin osc¢e ~ otsi,
Assan aé(i).

WOOD, *xarq, Ket a?q, Yug a’x ~ a?q ‘trees, firewood,” Kott ax
~ ag, Arin oo ‘firewood,” Pumpokol hoxon ‘wood, forest.” Cf. Na-
Dene: Haida q’aw, Tlingit xaw ‘log,” Eyak q’a? ‘bushes.’

WOOD; (ROTTEN)  *tulaq, Ket tulag, Yug tulax, Kott thalak.
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310 WORD *qi(?)s, Ket qa?, Yug xa, Kott xég ~ kliég. Cf. Na-Dene:
Tlingit qa ‘say.’

311 YEAR ‘*stca, Ket $t, Yug st, Kott séga, Arin §lej, Pumpokol ciku.

312 YELLOW “*sui-, Ket sulemam, Kott sui, Pumpokol tul-si. Bengt-
son (1991a: 111) compares the Yeniseian forms with Basque zuri
‘white’ and Proto-(North) Caucasian *h"6-¢™"ora ‘gray, yellow.’

313 YESTERDAY “*kans-, Yug kigg Kott honc-ig, Arin kanji, Assan
xonji. Bengtson (pers. comm.) compares the Yeniseian forms with
Burushaski gunc ‘day.’
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